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A Message from the Dean
Dear Members of the Class of 2011:
Graduation always stirs emotions: Appreciation for the support of parents, 
family, and friends; elation at finishing school and the student phase of 
life; anticipation of unique opportunities, new jobs, and the chance to be 
a lawyer; anxiety over the unknown challenges ahead and even the known 
challenges (yes, I know the bar exam looms for most of you!); satisfaction 
in all that has been accomplished; and joy in the wonderful things you 
plan to do. Graduates, you now join the ranks of New York Law School 
alumni, who have been making a real difference in the lives of their clients 
since the 1890s. You too will use your skills, knowledge, values, and talents 
to make a difference for those needing your expertise.
When you began your career at New York Law School we started a conversation about values and ideals—
those you brought with you to school and those we hoped you would develop as a student. Several years 
later the dialogue has matured: We know that you are fearless and ready to become innovators in your 
practice. We are confident that you will be consummate professionals with the integrity that marks our 
graduates. We are proud that you are committed to a more just legal community. The license to practice 
that you soon will receive requires much from you—ideals, service, commitment to your clients, and 
devotion to the rule of law. You are certain to embrace such responsibilities with confidence, humility,  
and grace.
Law teachers often emphasize the intellectual rigor of the path you have chosen. We are tacticians, 
technical whizzes, learned in the ways of the law. We hope that you share in our enthusiasm for a life of 
the mind. But, your faculty and staff colleagues also cling to another more emotional side of the life we 
have chosen—the need to rejoice in the tremendous experiences we have shared over the last few years, 
the ability to laugh at our foibles, kid each other about our differences, and know that the bonds we share 
cannot be broken.
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Board of Trustees
* On leave from Board. 
Officers
Armando T. Belly
Nancy Lee Berkowitz ’97 *
Anthony Capetola ’70
Vincent Carbonell ’00
Alan W. Clark ’77
David B. Cornstein
Michael A. Costa ’81
Lawrence N. Field ’63
Holly Gregory ’86
Kathleen Grimm ’80
Jeffrey D. Knowles ’75
Marc Lasry ’84
John D. McMahon ’76
Susan Mendik Tarkinow
Ross Moskowitz ’84
Ben Pascariu, M.D. *
Steven E. Pegalis ’65
Andrew Penson ’84
Charles E. Phillips Jr. ’93
Norman Radow ’81
John J. Reddy Jr. ’79
Alan J. Schnurman ’71
Sybil Shainwald ’76





Arthur N. Abbey ’59  
Chairman of the Board
Gerald C. Crotty ’76  
Vice Chairman of the Board
Hon. Ernst H. Rosenberger ’58 
Vice Chairman of the Board
Sandra S. Weiksner   
Vice Chairman of the Board





Maurice R. Greenberg ’50
Ronald LaBow ’62
Bayless Manning
Hon. Roger J. Miner ’56
Hon. Francis T. Murphy Jr. ’52
Trustees Emeriti
Richard A. Matasar, B.A., J.D.  ...........................................................  Dean, President, and Professor of Law
Harry J. Althaus, B.S.  ................................................................................Associate Dean for Special Projects
Camille Broussard, B.S., J.D., M.L.S. ...........Director of the Library, Associate Dean for Information Services, 
 and Professor of Law
Carol A. Buckler, B.A., J.D.  ....................................Associate Dean for Academic Affairs and Professor of Law
Suzanne J.S. Davidson, B.A., J.D.  ..... Associate Dean and Vice President, Development and Alumni Relations
Fred DeJohn, B.A., J.D.  ..............................................................Vice President, Finance and Administration
Stephen J. Ellmann, B.A., J.D.  ................................................. Associate Dean for Faculty Development and  
 Collaborative Learning and Professor of Law  
Joan Fishman, B.A., M.A.  .........................................................................Associate Dean for Special Projects
Nancy J. Guida, B.A. ............................................................Vice President, Marketing and Communications
Mariana Hogan, A.B., J.D.  ........................ Associate Dean for Professional Development and Professor of Law
Jethro K. Lieberman, B.A., M.Phil., J.D., Ph.D. .......Vice President, Academic Publishing and Professor of Law
Officers of Administration
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Hon. Sidney H. Asch
Hon. Frederic S. Berman ’51

























































Eva Marie Cusack ’00
Andra Dallas





































































































































Michael H. Roffer ’83
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Order of Exercises
 Dean Richard A. Matasar, Presiding
PRELUDE Jubilate Deo—Gregor Aichinger
 Contrapunctus—J.S. Bach
 Quintet #1—Victor Ewald
VIDEO THANK YOUS Class of 2011
MARSHALS   Victoria Eastus, Assistant Dean, Academic Affairs 
 Oral Hope, Assistant Dean and Registrar
PROCESSIONAL   Pomp and Circumstance, No. 1 Op. 39—Sir Edward Elgar 
 Triumphal March, Aida—Giuseppe Verdi
GREETINGS Richard A. Matasar
 Dean and President
THE NATIONAL ANTHEM Deena Marie Crimaldi  
 Class of 2011
INTRODUCTION OF Dean Matasar
OLD GUARD 
REMARKS Arthur N. Abbey ’59
 Chair, Board of Trustees
AWARDING OF PRIZES Otto L. Walter Distinguished Writing Awards 
 Presented by Associate Dean Stephen J. Ellmann 
 Faculty Awards
 To be announced
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AWARDING OF PRIZES Student Awards
(continued)  Eirik Cheverud, Day Division
 For the article, “Increased Tax Liability Awards After Eshelman:  
 A Call for Expanded Acceptance Beyond the Realm of  
 Anti-Discrimination Statutes”
 Karen R. Sprung, Evening Division
 For the article, “Broadcast v. Broadband? A Survey of the Reallocation  
 of Broadcast Spectrum for Wireless Broadband”
 *The Finalists for the Trustees’ Prize for the Highest Average
 Presentation by Associate Dean Carol A. Buckler
 Day Division Evening Division
 Mireille Dee  Henry Hutten
 Christine Elizabeth Garg James Richard Major
 John Lawrence Marchione Suk-Yin Chan Pasquet
 Benjamin T. Pendroff David N. Pepper
 
 The Alfred L. Rose Award for Excellence
 Presentation by Associate Dean Carol A. Buckler 
 Justin Thomas Ashenfelter 
 Christine Elizabeth Garg 
 The Dean’s Award for Student Leadership
 Presentation by Associate Dean Carol A. Buckler
 Jose Almanzar
 Gretchen M. Jenkins
 Courtney Nicole Patterson
 Johnny Thomas Vasser Jr.
 Class of 2011 Teaching Award 
 Presentation by Megan N. West, Class of 2011,  
 President, Student Bar Association
 Professor Doni Gewirtzman
STUDENT REMARKS Joan Virginia O’Hara
 
*  Based on fifth semester grades for Day Division and seventh semester grades for Evening Division students. The final awards will  
be made after all grades are complete in June, to the student with the highest average in each.
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Order of Exercises (continued)
AWARDING OF  Presentation by Arthur N. Abbey ’59
PRESIDENT’S MEDAL Awarded to Harry H. Wellington
 Professor of Law and Dean Emeritus, New York Law School
CONFERRING OF  Doctor of Laws (LL.D.)
HONORARY DEGREE Presentation by Professor Deborah N. Archer
 The Honorable Cory A. Booker
 Mayor, City of Newark, New Jersey
COMMENCEMENT  Mayor Booker 
ADDRESS 
CONFERRING OF  Introduction of Candidates
STUDENT DEGREES Professor Ronald H. Filler
 Professor Ann F. Thomas 
 Associate Dean Suzanne J.S. Davidson 
 Professor Camille Broussard
 Professor Kris Franklin
 Professor Doni Gewirtzman
 Professor Arthur S. Leonard
 Professor Nadine Strossen
 Presentation of Candidates 
 Dean Matasar 
 Conferring of Degrees 
 Chairman Abbey
CLOSING REMARKS  Dean Matasar
RECESSIONAL  Two Voluntaries—Henry Purcell
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Honors and Prizes
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Commencement Prizes
american law institute-american bar  
association (ali-aba) continuing  
professional education scholarship  
& leadership award
 Melissa Ferraro
chief justice rose e. bird award  
for motivation in pursuing  
public interest law
 Samantha Pownall
center for new york city law fellowship
 Luna Droubi
 Frank St. Jacques
professor lung-chu chen award  
for excellence in the field  
of human rights
 Luna Droubi
 Joan Virginia O’Hara
 Claire Randolph Thomas
helen & andrew dokas memorial award  
for excellent achievement
 Alan Nikolaisen
professor stephen j. ellmann  
clinical legal education prize
 Bernard E. Mason
faculty award for outstanding service  
to the new york law school law review
 Christine Elizabeth Garg
 Julie Murray
 Ravin Patel
the ruben s. fogel commencement  
award for excellence in constitutional  
history and death penalty (established  
in honor of professor robert blecker)
 James Richard Major
alexander d. forger award for  
distinguished service to the profession
 Jill Anne Gottfred
media center award for  
outstanding performance
 Karen R. Sprung
the abraham “avi” mund prize  
for excellence in information  
technology and the law
 Bryan Dolin
national association of  
women lawyers award
 Staesha Orly Rath
new york law school law review award for 
outstanding editorial contribution
 Raymond P. Girnys II
 Ian Marcus Turetsky-Wasserman
new york law school law review award  
for best note
 Justin Thomas Ashenfelter
new york law school moot court  
association best advocate award
 Andrew Blancato
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new york law school national  
moot court team 
 Christopher Gregory Arko
 Andrew Blancato
 Cambridge Q. Peters
 Alison Tara Quine
new york law school moot court award 
for serving with distinction 
 Deena Marie Crimaldi
 L. Austin D’Souza
 Kyle George Kunst
 Frank Joseph Mazzaferro
order of the barristers
 Christopher Gregory Arko
 Andrew Blancato
 Deena Marie Crimaldi
 William E. Daks
 Bryan Dolin
 Gretchen M. Jenkins
 Cambridge Q. Peters
 Robert Povtak
 Alison Tara Quine
 Benjamin C. Roth
honorary order of the barristers award 
 Professor Margaret Sipser Leibowitz
 
joseph solomon award for excellent  
character and fitness
 Joan Virginia O’Hara
 Cambridge Q. Peters
ernst c. stiefel writing award  
for excellence in comparative- 
common civil law
  Jenna Rose Norys, for her article “The New 
Faces of U.S. Armed Forces: The Constitution 
and Private Military Firms”
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Commencement Prizes (to be announced)
These prizes will be awarded after computation of final grades and will be announced on the Law School’s Web site.
professor joseph t. arenson award for  
excellence in wills and decedents’ estates
	 	 u
elsberg prize for proficiency in the law  
of contracts—evening division
	 	 u
sylvia d. garland award for excellence 
in subjects relating to civil litigation
	 	 u
harry a. gotimer admiralty award
for outstanding work in the field  
of admiralty law
	 	 u
milton s. gould award for proficiency  
in the law of contracts—day division
	 	 u
professor albert kalter award 
for excellence in tax law 
	 	 u
professor james p. kibbey memorial award 
for excellence in commercial law 
	 	 u
d. george levine memorial award 
for the highest grade in the law 
of real property
	 	 u
professor robert r. rosenthal award 
for excellence in new york practice
	 	 u
professor henry rothblatt award 
for criminal advocacy 
murray stockman memorial award 
for the highest average in the 
law of evidence
	 	 u
louis susman memorial award for 
excellence in the study of the 
law of evidence
	 	 u
woodrow wilson award for proficiency 
in constitutional law
	 	 u
henry j. wolff award for proficiency 
during a full course of study— 
evening division
	 	 u
ross gnesin award for excellence 
in workers’ compensation law
	 	 u
abraham markhoff writing award 
(for workers’ compensation)
	 	 u
new york law school alumni  
association awards
Professor Vincent Lolordo Award
for Excellence in Administration
of Criminal Justice
Dr. Max Reich Award for Excellence 
in Civil Trial Advocacy
Professor Ivan Soubbotitch Award for Excellence 
in Poverty Law and Civil Rights
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Recognition
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John Marshall Harlan Scholars
The John Marshall Harlan Scholars honors program is named for New York Law School’s alumnus and 
United States Supreme Court justice who served on the Court from 1955 to 1971. The program offers 
selected students the opportunity to pursue focused study in a field of law, including directed curricula, 
scholarship, and other academic projects, through affiliation with one of the Law School’s academic 
centers. We are pleased to acknowledge the Harlan Scholars of the Class of 2011.
Stephanie A. Ackerman




Institute for Information Law & Policy
Jared Bretas
Center on Business Law & Policy
Girolamo J. Brunetto IV 
Center on Business Law & Policy
Bret Cahn
Center on Business Law & Policy
Amanda Cortney Carroll 
Center for International Law
Sarin Chee
Center on Business Law & Policy
Eirik Cheverud
Justice Action Center
Michael E. Cirigliano 
Justice Action Center
Danielle E. Cohen
Center for Professional Values and Practice
Andrew Danza




Center for International Law
Conor L. Drury
Center on Business Law & Policy
Ali Abbas Ezzeddine 
Center on Business Law & Policy
Melissa Ferraro
Center for International Law
Christine Elizabeth Garg 
Center for Professional Values and Practice
Eugene Gibilaro
Center on Business Law & Policy
Raymond P. Girnys II 
Center on Business Law & Policy
Adam Paul Gordon
Center for New York City Law
Natalia Gouz
Center for New York City Law
Oscar Anders Hagstrom
Center on Business Law & Policy
Jennifer Rebecca Harris
Center on Business Law & Policy
Christopher Edward Harrison
Center on Business Law & Policy
Kate Howard
Center on Business Law & Policy
Benjamin Hutten
Center for International Law
Henry Hutten
Center for International Law
Aaron Iny




Institute for Information Law & Policy
Justin Evan Lerner
Center for Real Estate Studies
James Richard Major
Institute for Information Law & Policy
Adelya Mamedova
Institute for Information Law & Policy




Center for Real Estate Studies
Hanna Bondarik Mosolygo 
Institute for Information Law & Policy
Julie Murray
Institute for Information Law & Policy
Nicole Negrin
Center for Real Estate Studies
Alan Nikolaisen
Center for International Law
Kristin Olsen
Center on Business Law & Policy
Kaydi  Osowski
Institute for Information Law & Policy
Suk-Yin Chan Pasquet
Center for International Law
Ravin Patel
Center on Business Law & Policy
Benjamin T. Pendroff
Institute for Information Law & Policy
David N. Pepper
Center on Business Law & Policy
Jarrod Perry







Rebecca Jo Gibson Quinn 
Justice Action Center
Stevi Alyse Raab
Center on Business Law & Policy
Courtney Anne Robbins
Center for International Law
Deva Roberts








Center for Professional Values and Practice
Barry Scott Sobel
Justice Action Center
Alexander Frederick Spilberg 
Center for International Law
Nicholas Frederick Spindler 
Justice Action Center
Frank St. Jacques




Institute for Information Law & Policy
Jacob E. Tebele
Center for Professional Values and Practice
Thomas Daniel Teplitsky 




Institute for Information Law & Policy
Matthew A. Toporowski
Justice Action Center
Ian Marcus Turetsky-Wasserman 
Center for International Law
Brent Vegliacich
Center on Business Law & Policy
Brittany Weiner
Institute for Information Law & Policy
Jonathan Weinstein




Institute for Information Law & Policy
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Center and Program Associates 
New York Law School is pleased to recognize the members of the Class of 2011 who have completed 
the curricular programs and projects as required to be an associate of one of the academic centers or 
programs listed below.
Gregory Akselband








Center on Financial Services Law
Melody Behnam




Center for International Law
Sherif Bishara




Center for International Law
Girolamo J. Brunetto IV
Center on Financial Services Law
Michal Bussi
Center on Financial Services Law
Christopher J. Camera
Center for International Law
Diane Abbey Center for Children and Families
Matthew Catania
Program in Law and Journalism
Sarin Chee
Center on Financial Services Law
Heather Cooksey
Center on Financial Services Law
Deena Marie Crimaldi
Center for Real Estate Studies
Tanika T. Cumberbatch
Center for International Law
Chirag R. Desai




Center for Real Estate Studies
L. Austin D’Souza
Center on Financial Services Law
Center for Real Estate Studies
Latoya T. Duncan
Center for Real Estate Studies
Meghan R. Fay
Center for International Law
Melissa Ferraro




Center for International Law
Center for Professional Values and Practice
Jia Wei Ge
Center for Real Estate Studies
Stephanie E. Gibbs
Center for International Law
Raymond P. Girnys II 
Center on Financial Services Law
Gloria Gotlibovsky




Center for International Law
Justice Action Center
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Cynthia Jean Grady
Institute for Information Law & Policy
Matthew Grant
Center for Real Estate Studies
Rolando Grillo
Center on Financial Services Law
Hazel Bacolor Gumera






Center on Financial Services Law
Christos Hilas









Margaret Ann Robins Jefferson
Diane Abbey Center for Children and Families
William David Jennings
Center for Real Estate Studies     
Jason S. Jude
Center for International Law
Ella Kagan
Center on Financial Services Law
Ani Kanburiyan
Center for International Law
Jason S. Kreps






Center for Real Estate Studies
Raphael Jamshid Majma
Institute for Information Law & Policy
Melissa Ann Malmgren
Center for International Law
Saman Mazaheri
Center for International Law
Ryan L. McClurg
Center for International Law
Caroline A. McHale
Center on Financial Services Law
Morgan Elizabeth McNeill
Center on Financial Services Law
Jessica Lynn Montella
Justice Action Center
Diane Abbey Center for Children and Families
Jennifer Murphy




Diane Abbey Center for Children and Families
James J. Paik












Center for Professional Values and Practice
Emily Pierce




Diane Abbey Center for Children and Families
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Center and Program Associates (continued)
Matthew Rabin
Institute for Information Law & Policy
Sushma Devi Rambaran
Center for Real Estate Studies
Staesha Orly Rath
Center for International Law
Maysa Razavi
Institute for Information Law & Policy
Casey L. Reichanadter






Institute for Information Law & Policy
Elisa Andrea Rojas-Cardona
Center for International Law
Victoria Ann Rosner
Diane Abbey Center for Children and Families
Kaitlin A. Saville
Justice Action Center
John Andrew Scola Jr.
Center on Financial Services Law
Danielle N. Sennett
Diane Abbey Center for Children and Families
Darren Shield
Institute for Information Law & Policy
Natalie Shtifter
Diane Abbey Center for Children and Families
Monica S. Simon




Center for Real Estate Studies
Andrew Smith
Institute for Information Law & Policy
Kimberly A. Sofia








Center on Financial Services Law
Claire Randolph Thomas
Center for International Law
Justice Action Center
Trevor Timm
Program in Law and Journalism
Maximilian Travis
Center for Real Estate Studies
Carolyn Treglia
Center for Real Estate Studies
Andrew Bennett Tuch
Center for Real Estate Studies
Bijitha Varghese
Diane Abbey Center for Children and Families
Suzanne Walsh
Center for International Law
Seth Daniel Weinberg
Center on Financial Services Law
Matthew Weinberger
Center for Real Estate Studies
Amanda N. Willis
Center for International Law





Center for International Law
Diane Younes
Center for International Law
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The New York Law School Law Review is the Law School’s journal for legal scholarship. Members 
are primarily Harlan Scholars, selected for that honor and for the Law Review based on their GPAs, 
although a few students are selected through a writing competition. Law Review editors work with the 
faculty to plan academic symposia as well as with the faculty publisher to select papers for publication. 
The editors edit all articles, and are responsible for all aspects of the publication process. We are pleased 
to recognize their achievements.
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New York Law School Moot Court Association
The New York Law School Moot Court Association is a student-run organization that focuses on oral 
advocacy and brief writing skills at the appellate level. Students are accepted into the organization 
by competing in the Charles W. Froessel Moot Court Competition, a constitutional law intramural 
competition. The Froessel Competition is one of the most challenging intramural competitions in the 
country and one of the most demanding recruiting tools used by a moot court association in selecting 



































































































The Office of Professional Development is pleased to recognize the members of the Class of 2011  
who have earned the Public Service Certificate. Students earning the certificate have performed at  
least 40 hours of voluntary service while in law school, or have a combination of at least 30 hours of 










The Institute for Information Law & Policy is pleased to recognize the following students who have 
completed the requirements of the New York Law School Patent Law Program. The Program demands 
the completion of a rigorous course of study. Those law students who are eligible, as determined by the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office, also sit for the exam for admission to the Patent Bar prior 
to graduation. We are pleased to acknowledge the following members of the Class of 2011 who have 
successfully completed the Patent Law Program and the Patent Agent’s exam.
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LL.M. in Financial Services Law Candidates
May 13, 2011
LL.M. in Real Estate Candidates
May 13, 2011
LL.M. in Taxation Graduates
February 1, 2011
LL.M. in Taxation Candidates
May 13, 2011 and September 1, 2011
M.A. in Mental Disability Law Studies Candidates
May 13, 2011 and September 1, 2011
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J.D. New York Law School 
Marilia Araujo-Lorena
B.A. Pontifical Catholic  
University of Rio de Janeiro
Michal Bussi
B.A. Montclair State University 
J.D. New York Law School
Dominique Collins
B.A. College of Notre Dame  
of Maryland




M.A. Seton Hall University
J.D. New York Law School
Alexander G. Fainberg
B.A. The Israel Nautical College
J.D. Academy of Defense  
Branches Industries
Brian Christian Hagan
B.A. Loyola College in Maryland
J.D. New York Law School
Sumit Handa
B.S. St. John’s University
J.D. St. John’s University
Brad Jaeger
B.S. University of Scranton
J.D. New York Law School
Julius Kaiser
B.A. Texas Tech University
J.D. Florida International 
University
Mei-Hsuan Lin
B.S. New York University
J.D. New York Law School
Jeffrey Martell
B.A. Madonna University
J.D. Michigan State University
Joseph Masi III
B.S. Villanova University
J.D. New York Law School
Leslie C. Myers
B.S. Hampton University
J.D. New York Law School
Diane Elizabeth O’Connell
B.A. City University of New York/
Queens College
J.D. New York Law School
Margaret M. O’Keefe
B.A. Malloy College
J.D. St. John’s University
Vanessa Rodriguez
B.S. St. John’s University
J.D. New York Law School
Joshua Shoenfeld
B.A. New York University
J.D. New York Law School
Daniel Barry Solomon
B.A. Yeshiva University
J.D. New York Law School
Jacqueline G. Torchin
B.A. City University of New York/
Queens College
J.D. New York Law School
Coleman W. Watson
B.S. Georgia Institute of Technology
M.B.A. Suffolk University
J.D. Suffolk University Law School
LL.M. in Real Estate Candidates
May 13, 2011
David Deemer
B.A. University of Michigan
J.D. New York Law School
Cynthia Ganiere
B.A. Marymount Manhattan 
College
J.D. New York Law School
Manuel Garcia
B.A. John Jay College of  
Criminal Justice
J.D. New York Law School
Regina Hammer
B.A. University of Rhode Island
J.D. Roger Williams University 
School of Law
Jennifer Weldon
B.A. Franklin & Marshall College
J.D. New York Law School
Mehdi Ziaei-Torbati
B.S. State University of  
New York/Binghamton
J.D. New York Law School
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J.D. New York Law School
Tracy McSweeney Child
B.S. Boston College
J.D. Seton Hall University
Elizabeth Feeley
B.A. State University of New York/
Binghamton University
J.D. Pace University School of Law
David Haas
B.A. Hofstra University
J.D. Nova Southeastern University
Tishya Signorelli
B.A. Fairleigh Dickinson 
University
J.D. New York Law School
Marina Vishnepolskaya
B.A. City University of New York/
Baruch College
J.D. New York Law School
LL.M. in Taxation Candidates
May 13, 2011 and September 1, 2011
Robert Aufseeser




B.S. University of Florida
J.D. Nova Southeastern University
Jay Bharatiya
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 
of New Jersey
M.B.A Rutgers, The State 
University of New Jersey
J.D. Rutgers School of Law
Ginger M. Buck
B.A. City University of New York/
Hunter College
J.D. New York Law School
Elizabeth Candido
B.A. University of Pennsylvania
J.D. New York Law School
Lenore Sharon Davis
B.A. Yeshiva University




J.D. New England School of Law
Wendy Fitzsimons
B.A. University of Michigan
J.D. University of Colorado School 
of Law
Alanna Clare Iacono
B.A. University of Delaware
J.D. New York Law School
Deborah Innocent
B.S. St. John’s University
J.D. Thomas M. Cooley Law School
Tobin Joseph
B.A. Boston University







B.A. University of Michigan
J.D. University of Maryland  
School of Law
Joyce Mattam-Idichandy
B.A. Florida International 
University
J.D. Nova Southeastern University
Kevin L. Mulvihill




J.D. CUNY School of Law
Yisachar Dov Novoseller
B.A. Israel Torah Research Institute
J.D. New York Law School
William K. Oates
B.B.A. University of Miami
J.D. New York Law School
Tamarah M. Francois Peek
B.A. Fordham University
J.D. St. John’s University
Jake Phillips
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 
of New Jersey
J.D. Albany School of Law
James Francis Roth
B.A. Fordham University
J.D. New York Law School
Yana Rubin
B.S. New York University
J.D. Benjamin Cardozo  
School of Law  
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LL.M. in Taxation Candidates (continued)
May 13, 2011 and September 1, 2011
M.A. in Mental Disability Law Studies Candidates




B.M. New Castle University
Joanna Reihing
B.A. Temple University
J.D. New York Law School
Meredith Schriver
B.A. Arizona State University
M.A. City University of New York/
John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice
Hani Sarji
B.A. St. John’s University
M.A. St. John’s University
J.D.  Brooklyn Law School
Frank Schaefer
Maitrise en droit. Universite de 
Montpellier 
First State Examination. University 
Heidelberg
Christina L. Sierra
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 
of New Jersey
J.D. New York Law School
Nadi A. Son
B.S. Fordham University
J.D. New York Law School
Adam Jon Turbowitz
B.A. University of Maryland/
College Park
J.D. New York Law School
Joseph Noah Weinstein
B.A. City University of New York/
Queens College
J.D. Brooklyn Law School
Demia Wilburn
B.A. New York University
J.D. New York Law School
Janna Carlene Wince
B.F.A. University of Miami
J.D. New York Law School




May 13, 2011 
and 
September 1, 2011
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J.D. Graduates
February 1, 2011
Robert J. Berding 
B.A. St. Bonaventure University
M.S. Long Island University
Peter M. Bessada
B.A. Kean College of New Jersey
Oliver O. Brewster
B.A. City University of New York/
Hunter College
Christopher Andrew Brock
B.S. New York University School 
of Continuing and Professional 
Education
Seth K. Brown




B.B.A. City University of New 
York/Baruch College
Lukas Charles
B.A. New York University
M.D. College of Medicine & 
Dentistry
Matthew Crawford
B.A. University of Missouri-
Columbia
Mahnoush Deilami
B.A. University of California, 
Berkeley
Catherine Dimiane
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 
of New Jersey
Bryan Joseph Drago
B.F.A. State University of New 
York/Buffalo
Kimberly Soo Edmonds
B.A. Randolph-Macon Women’s 
College
Marzena Maria Fercz




B.A. City University of New York/
Hunter College
Mary Lynn Frakes





M.A. St. John’s University
John Garland
B.A. University of North Texas
M.S. University of North Texas
Sara Gebrehiwet




B.A. State University of New York/
Albany
M.A. State University of New York/
Albany 
Meredith D. Gray
B.A. College of Staten Island
Nupur Gupta
B.A. The George Washington  
University
John T. Hague
B.A. City University of New York 
Baccalaureate Program
Kevin Michael Hand
B.A. Montclair State University
Jason Herskowitz
B.S. City University of New York/
Brooklyn College
Erica Caroline Holder
B.S. Rochester Institute of 
Technology
Dari Leigh Horowitz




B.A. University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill
Nicole Kennedy
B.A. State University of New York/
Stony Brook University
Scott Lee Kirk
B.S. Hawaii Pacific University
M.B.A. Hawaii Pacific University
Vijay Mark Kitson
B.A. State University of New York/
New Paltz
Renee L. Kraiem
B.S. City University of New York/




B.A. City University of New York/
College of Staten Island
Eleni D. Makris
B.A. Johns Hopkins University
Mathai Waweru Mathai
B.S. Morgan State University
M.S. Drexel University
Jordan Mazur
B.S. Rutgers, The State University 
of New Jersey
Caroline A. McHale
B.C. University of Ireland, Galway








B.A. City University of New York/
Baruch College
Ernesto Perez
B.B.A. Florida International 
University
William Pham
B.A. Arizona State University
Jaclyn Potapchuk
B.S. University of Scranton
William Primavera
B.A. St. John’s University














B.S. State University of New York/
New Paltz
Monica S. Simon
M.A. Sofia University  
“St. Kliment Ohridski”
Tanya Faith Tucker
B.B.A. University of Miami
Matthew F. Vaccaro Jr.




B.A. University of Houston 
Rupert Yan





B.S. University of Maryland/
College Park
Marcelo Martinez Zambonino
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Stacey Abiraj
B.A. St. John’s University




B.A. City University of New York/
City College
Oren Agman
B.A. Long Island University
Charles A. Aini
B.B.A. City University of New 
York/Baruch College
Gregory Akselband
B.A. State University of New York/
Stony Brook University
Erin Alderette
B.A. California State University
Nathaniel J. Alejandro
B.A. New York University
Jose Almanzar
B.A. State University of New York/
Binghamton
John C. Almberg
B.A. State University of New York/
Geneseo
Adrianna Altamirano
B.S. Delaware Valley College
Jessica Altenor




B.S. St. Joseph’s College
Kevin Gregory Antonik
B.A. New Jersey City University
Christina Louise Anziano
B.A. City University of New York/










B.A. State University of New York/
Stony Brook University
Matthew Baiotto




B.A. Lock Haven University of 
Pennsylvania
Heather M. Barney
B.A. University of California/
Irvine
Nikoleta Barr







B.B.A. James Madison University
Rovena Beqiri







B.S. St. John’s University
Rochel Berzin
B.A. City University of New York/
Brooklyn College
Mitchell T. Birrittella
B.A. State University of New York/
Binghamton
Sherif Bishara
B.S. St. John’s University
Andrew Blancato
B.A. University of Massachusetts
Diana Bracho






B.A. North Carolina State 
University
Elizabeth C. Briand




B.S. University of Wisconsin
Leonard Jacob Bronsky
B.A. San Francisco State University
Girolamo J. Brunetto IV








B.A. City University of New York/
John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice




B.A. State University of New York/
Buffalo
Christopher J. Camera
B.A. Seton Hall University
M.A. Seton Hall University
Miguelina Camilo






B.A. St. John’s University
Amanda Cortney Carroll









B.A. William Paterson University 
of New Jersey
Dinneen Cato
B.S. City University of New York/
John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice
Michelle Chan
B.S. Rutgers, The State University 
of New Jersey
Virginia K. Chan























B.A. Rutgers, The State University 
of New Jersey School of 
Engineering
Sean Patrick Cole
B.A. University of Maine
John J. Coleman II
B.F.A. Southwest Texas State 
University
Andrew J.M. Collins
B.A. University of Nottingham
John Collins
B.A. City University of New York/
John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice
Heather Cooksey





Richard F. Corrao II









B.A. City University of New York/
Baruch College
Melvin Dalere
B.S. Michigan State University
Andrew Danza
B.A. University of Southern 
California
Yvonne Dominique Monet Davis
B.A. Scripps College
Mireille Dee
B.A. City University of New York/
Hunter College
Jeremy A. Deitch
B.S. University of Wisconsin
Maria Li Deknatel
B.A. Dartmouth College
M.A. University of Virginia
Stefanie Lynn DeMario
B.S. St. John’s University
Chirag R. Desai
B.A. University of California/Los 
Angeles
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David W. F. DeStefano
B.A. Fordham University
Ryan M. Deverin




B.F.A. University of Oklahoma
M.A. University of Bristol
Nathan Donahue
B.B.A. University of Texas at San 
Antonio
Patrick Ryan Doyle
B.A. University of Richmond
 
Robyn S. Drew
B.S. University of Massachusetts
Luna Droubi
B.A. New York University
Brenna Caitlin Drury
B.A. University of Pittsburgh




B.A. State University of New York/
Stony Brook University




B.S. State University of New York/
Stony Brook University
Philippa M. Duncan
B.A. University of Toronto
Christine Marie Eguino
B.S. St. John’s University
Vincent Elefante
B.A. Montclair State University
Britt Melissa Ellis
B.A. University of Florida
Lauren E. Ellisberg




B.S. The Pennsylvania State University
Ali Abbas Ezzeddine
B.B.A. American University of Beirut
Matthew I. Falber
B.A. University of Massachusetts





B.A. University of Toronto
Elizabeth J. Ferguson







B.S. The Pennsylvania State University
Melissa Rachel Frank




B.S. University of Idaho
Elin M. Frey
B.A. University of South Carolina
Scott Fridkin
















B.A. City University of New York/ 
City College
Samantha J. Geoghan
B.A. City University of New York/
Hunter College
Stephanie E. Gibbs
B.A. Colorado State University
Eugene Gibilaro
B.A. The George Washington University
Allison M.E. Gill
B.A. University of Connecticut
Samantha Jane Gilles
B.A. State University of New York/
Binghamton
Raymond P. Girnys II
B.A. University of Scranton
J.D. Candidates (continued)
May 13, 2011 and September 1, 2011














B.B.A. City University of New 
York/Baruch College
Gloria Gotlibovsky
B.A. City University of New York/
Baruch College
Jill Anne Gottfred
B.A. University of Wisconsin
M.S. Pace University
Kathryn Gottschalk




B.S. George Mason University
Matthew Grant










B.A. Georgia College & State 
University
Jamie Melissa Grosz
B.A. Washington State University
Hazel Bacolor Gumera
B.A. University of Virginia
Brian R. Gutman
B.A. Western Michigan University
Marla Guttman
B.A. Washington University in  
St. Louis
Reynaldo Guzman
B.A. State University of New York/
Oswego
Oscar Anders Hagstrom
B.S. San Diego State University
Megan Elaine Hammer
B.A. University of Colorado
Timothy C. Han




B.A. City University of New York/
John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice
Jennifer Rebecca Harris
B.A. University of Maryland/
College Park
Christopher Edward Harrison
B.A. St. Lawrence University
Ian Keoki Henderson
B.A. State University of New York/
New Paltz
Michael Herald
B.A. Northern Kentucky University
Nicole M. Heritage
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 
of New Jersey
Nadia Karina Hernández
B.A. Saint Peter’s College
Mark Anthony Edward Heron




















B.A. Loyola Marymount University
Crystal Igneri
B.A. State University of New York/
Stony Brook University
Gabriella Ilan
B.A. City University of New York/
Hunter College
Aaron Iny
B.A. City University of New York/
Queens College
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Allen James Irgens
B.S. University of Wisconsin
Paul Anthony Irlando









B.S. University of Maryland/
College Park
Bijal K. Jani
B.A. University of Michigan
M.A. St. John’s University
Margaret Ann Robins Jefferson
B.A. Villanova University
Gretchen M. Jenkins




















B.A. University of Michigan
Ashish Kapoor
B.A. St. John’s University
Roman Katz
B.S. New York University
Sara G. Katz
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 
of New Jersey
Ari Katzap





B.A. St. John’s University
Niki Kumari Khindri
B.A. New York University
Joanne Kim
B.A. State University of New York/
Binghamton
Jung Eun Kim
Bachelor of Law, Ewha  
Women University
Whitney Bryce Kincaid
B.A. University of Florida
M.A. Seton Hall University
Lance Adam Kleinberg




Kimberly Jean Zborowski Kolstad
B.A. Wellesley College
Slavena Konstantinova









B.A. City University of New York/
Queens College
Kyle George Kunst
B.A. University of California/Davis
Winnie Sze-Ting Lai
B.A. Case Western Reserve 
University
Dusan Lakic
B.A. State University of New York/
Binghamton
Jennifer LaMarsh
B.A. University of Rochester
Raj Lapsiwala
B.S. St. John’s University
Diane S. Larmon-Dixon
B.A. The George Washington 
University
Paola J. Trujillo Leal
B.A. The George Washington 
University
Alex B. Leibson




B.S. Virginia Polytechnic Institute
Lindsay Nicole Leventhal
B.A. University of Wisconsin
Laura E. Levin
B.A. University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill
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Benjamin Aaron Levine
B.S. University of Massachusetts
Joshua Levy
























B.S. University of Miami
Raphael Jamshid Majma
B.A. University of North Carolina
James Richard Major
B.A. University of Cambridge
M.A. University of Cambridge
Alexander Malbin
B.S. University of Miami
Melissa Ann Malmgren
B.A. University of Texas at Austin
Adelya Mamedova
B.A. Long Island University
Aimee Jill Manansala









B.A. University of Delaware
Daphney Marin
B.A. City University of New York/
Baruch College
Gamaliel Marrero
B.A. City University of New York/














B.A. University of South Carolina
Michele Lee Matrachia
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 
of New Jersey
Saman Mazaheri
B.A. University of California/ 
Los Angeles
Jamison Tyler Mazey
B.S. University of Colorado
Frank Joseph Mazzaferro
B.S. State University of New York/
Fredonia
Etondi M. Mbame
B.A. City University of New York/
John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice
William John McCabe
B.A. Herbert H. Lehman College
Ryan L. McClurg
B.A. University of California/San 
Diego
Natoya L. McGhie
B.S. City University of New York/





B.S. Western Carolina University
Thomas Mecka
B.S. The Pennsylvania State 
University
John J. Megjugorac
B.A. Montclair State University
Joanna Merrill
B.A. Amherst College
Nancy B. Flores Migenes
B.A. Fordham University
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Tyler Gregory Mills





B.A. Teikyo Post University
Steven Jacob Mizrahi
B.A. University of Nevada  
Las Vegas
Danielle T. Montalto
B.A. St. Francis College
Jessica Lynn Montella
B.S. New York University
Joon H. Moon
B.B.A. City University of  
New York/Baruch College
M.S. City University of New York/
Baruch College
Robert Moore
B.A. University of Chicago
M.A. University of Chicago
Rebecca Mopper
B.A. University of Georgia-Athens
Marcus William Morales




B.S. Rutgers, The State University 
of New Jersey
Jennifer Murphy




B.S. State University of New York/
New Paltz
Michael Nacmias
B.S. Washington University in  
St. Louis









B.A. Cleveland State University
Alan Nikolaisen
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 
of New Jersey
Jenna Rose Norys
B.A. San Diego State University
Kate Sullivan Nowadly
B.A. State University of New York/
Buffalo
Trina I. Obi
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 
of New Jersey
Joan Virginia O’Hara
B.A. Loyola College in Maryland
M.A. San Diego State University
Peter Oliveri Jr.
B.S. St. John’s University
Kristin Olsen
B.F.A. Florida State University
Steve D. O’Meally
B.S. Central Connecticut State 
University
Anna Orkin
B.A. University of Connecticut
Kirsten Orr
B.A. New York University
Carlos Aaron Ortiz
B.A. Saint Peter’s College
M.A. Rutgers, The State University 
of New Jersey
Kaydi Osowski
B.A. University of Nebraska-
Lincoln
Luda Ostrovsky
B.A. City University of New York/
Brooklyn College
James J. Paik
B.A. University of Connecticut
Edward Pak
B.A. University of Arizona
Dzevat Paljevic
B.A. City University of New York/











B.S. University of Maryland/
College Park
Jiho Park




B.A. Rutgers, The State University 
of New Jersey
Ravin Patel
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 
of New Jersey
J.D. Candidates (continued)
May 13, 2011 and September 1, 2011
119th Commencement   |   41
Courtney Nicole Patterson
B.A. California State University
Nicolette Kerry Paullin
B.A. University of California/ 
San Diego
Ruben Pena Jr.
B.A. Texas A&M University
Rebecca R. Pendleton






B.A. Rutgers, The State University 
of New Jersey
Nicholas Charles John Perkins








B.A. Concordia International 
University
Bryan Neil Phillips





B.A. University of Maryland/
College Park
Dorka Sarahi Pinnix
B.A. New York University
Matthew Joseph Pizzo
B.S. University of Colorado 
Daniel Plasencia
B.S. University of Louisville
M.B.A. University of Tampa
Frank Poe




M.S. University of London
John Henry Post Jr.
B.S. University of South Carolina
Robert Povtak





B.A. State University of New York/
Stony Brook University
Ashwin Prakash




B.S. University of Pennsylvania
M.S. Drexel University
Caitlin Prior
B.A. Johns Hopkins University
Genevieve Purcell





B.A. State University of New York/
Binghamton





B.A. Saint Joseph’s University
Matthew Rabin







B.A. University of Delaware
Staesha Orly Rath
B.A. University of Ottawa
Keivan Edward Razavi
B.S. University of Kent
Maysa Razavi






B.A. University of South Florida
Jesse Rhine
B.A. State University of New York/
Binghamton
Michael S. Ricci
B.A. Seton Hall University
M.A. Fordham University
Isaac S. Rimler
B.S. City University of New York/
Brooklyn College
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Stephen Heath Ritchie












B.A. The George Washington 
University
Deva Roberts












B.F.A. Rhode Island School  
of Design
Benjamin C. Roth
B.A. State University of New York/
New Paltz
Christopher Joseph Rowan












B.A. James Madison University
Shawn Schatzle





B.S. City University of New York/
Brooklyn College
John Andrew Scola Jr.
B.S. West Virginia University
Robert Bryan Scott












B.A. Rutgers, The State University 
of New Jersey
Ashley Rose Shapiro
B.A. The Pennsylvania State 
University
Elissa Sheehan






B.A. Simon Fraser University
Edit Shkreli
B.A. City University of New York/
Hunter College
Sam Shlivko





B.A. State University of New York/
Binghamton
M.S. City University of New York/
Baruch College
Seng Yan Sin
B.A. University of Virginia
Meredith Lauren Singer
B.A. Mount Holyoke College
Mara Eileen Slakas
B.A. Loyola University Chicago
B.S. Loyola University Chicago
Alana T. Sliwinski
B.A. Sarah Lawrence College
Andrew Smith
B.S. University of Missouri 
Columbia
Brandon Smith
B.A. City University of New York/
Queens College
J.D. Candidates (continued)
May 13, 2011 and September 1, 2011
119th Commencement   |   43
David Blake Smith
B.B.A. Howard Payne University
B.S. Howard Payne University
Barry Scott Sobel





B.A. City University of New York/
City College
M.S.W. City University of New 
York/Hunter College
Charlie Dorsey Soto
B.A. Florida Atlantic University
Alexander Frederick Spilberg
B.A. University of Arizona
Nicholas Frederick Spindler
B.A. Montclair State University
Karen R. Sprung
B.A. California State University
Mark Stephen Stafford
B.A. University of California 
Berkeley
Yuri Starikov
B.A. University of Washington
 
Julie Stein
B.A. Franklin & Marshall College
Lauren J. Stempler
B.A. University of Wisconsin
Frank St. Jacques
B.A. University of Florida
Hilton Hedley Stothers III
B.A. Middlebury College
Allison Stultz
B.A. University of Colorado
Jennifer Sundt
B.A. Baylor University
M.B.A. City University of New 
York/Baruch College
Jaclyn Swerz
B.A. New York University
Nicholas Taliercio
B.A. St. John’s University
Alexander Tapia
B.S. St. John’s University
Alexandra Rose Tawfik
B.A. New York University
Anna Tay
B.S. University of California
Jacob E. Tebele
B.B.A. City University of New 
York/Baruch College
Thomas Daniel Teplitsky
B.S. Rutgers, The State University 
of New Jersey
Nicole Tesoriero
B.A. St. John’s University
Bryce Therrien
B.A. The Ohio State University
Nicole Marie Thessen
B.A. The College of New Jersey
Claire Randolph Thomas
B.A. University of Chicago
M.S. New York University
Lindsey A. Thornton





B.A. University of Vermont
Matthew A. Toporowski




B.A. University of Florida




B.A. Saint Peter’s College
Christian A. Triantaphyllis
B.A. Southern Methodist University
Danielle E. Tricolla
B.A. University of Maryland/
College Park
Andrew Bennett Tuch
B.B.A. The George Washington 
University
Christian E. Turak




M.A. University of Toronto
Danielle Turturo
B.A. State University of New York/
New Paltz
Matthew F. Vaccaro Jr.




B.A. University of Rhode Island
Francisco Vasallo
B.A. Florida State University
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Johnny Thomas Vasser Jr.
B.A. University of Mississippi
Brent Vegliacich
B.S. University of South Alabama
Achilles Vergis
B.S. St. John’s University
Victoria Leigh Vernicek
B.S. State University of New York/
Binghamton
Rosanna Viñas




B.A. College of Mount Saint 
Vincent
Charita Gail Walcott
B.A. University of Pennsylvania
Charles Gordon Walker II
B.A. City University of New York/
Baruch College
Suzanne Walsh
B.A. The Pennsylvania State 
University
Cong Wang
B.S. University of Texas at Austin
Damon M. Watson-Willis





B.S. University of Massachusetts
Brittany Weiner
B.A. University of Michigan
Jonathan Weinstein
B.A. Cornell University





B.A. University of North Carolina
Matthew Whitening
B.A. State University of New York/
Plattsburgh
Kaitlin Brooke Williams




B.A. Rutgers, The State University 
of New Jersey
Lawrence E. Winegrad
B.A. University of San Francisco
Izabella M. Wozniak
B.A. Ramapo College of New Jersey
Garth Truelove Wright
B.A. American University of Paris
LL.M. The University of 
Edinburgh
Seana Lee Wyman










B.S. State University of New York/
Stony Brook University
Yekaterina Zarkh
B.A. State University of New York/
Buffalo
Stacey Zyriek
B.A. Rutgers, The State University 
of New Jersey
J.D. Candidates (continued)
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Hon. Cory A. Booker
Mayor, City of Newark, New Jersey 
The Honorable Cory A. Booker, 41, is the Mayor of Newark, New 
Jersey. He took the oath of office as Mayor of New Jersey’s largest city on 
July 1, 2006 following a sweeping electoral victory.
Elected with a clear mandate for change, Mayor Booker has begun 
work on realizing a bold vision for the city. Newark’s mission is to set a 
national standard for urban transformation by marshalling its resources 
to achieve security, economic abundance, and an environment that is 
nurturing and empowering for individuals and families.
Mayor Booker and his administration have made meaningful strides towards achieving the city’s 
mission. As of July 1, 2008, Newark, New Jersey led the nation among large cities for reductions in 
shootings and murders, achieving decreases of more than 40 percent reductions in both categories. 
Radical transformation of the Newark Police Department under Mayor Booker’s leadership, together 
with the deployment of more than 100 surveillance cameras throughout the city, has led to Newark 
setting the nationwide pace for crime reduction.
Among other recent notable achievements under Mayor Booker’s leadership, the City of Newark 
has committed to a $40 million transformation of the city’s parks and playgrounds through a 
groundbreaking public/private partnership. The Booker administration has also doubled affordable 
housing production.
Mayor Booker’s political career began in 1998, after serving as Staff Attorney for the Urban Justice 
Center in Newark. He rose to prominence as Newark’s Central Ward Councilman. During his 
four years of service from 1998 to 2002, then-Councilman Booker earned a reputation as a leader 
with innovative ideas and bold actions, from increasing security in public housing to building new 
playgrounds. This work was the foundation for his leadership as Mayor. For this work, he has been 
recognized in numerous publications, including, among others, TIME, Esquire, New Jersey Monthly 
(naming him as one of New Jersey’s top 40 under 40), Black Enterprise (naming him to the Hot List, 
America’s Most Powerful Players under 40) and The New York Times Magazine.
Reflecting his commitment to education, Mayor Booker is a member of numerous boards and advisory 
committees including Democrats for Education Reform, Columbia University Teachers’ College Board 
of Trustees, and the Black Alliance for Educational Options. Mayor Booker received his B.A. and M.A. 
from Stanford University, a B.A. in Modern History at Oxford University as a Rhodes Scholar, and 
completed his law degree at Yale University.
For your outstanding accomplishments and influence in the field of law, New York Law School takes great 
pride in awarding you, Hon. Cory A. Booker, the degree of Doctor of Laws, honoris causa, with all the 
rights, privileges, and responsibilities thereunto appertaining. 
Honorary Degree, Doctor of Laws
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Harry H. Wellington
Professor of Law and Dean Emeritus, New York Law School
Harry H. Wellington led New York Law School as President, Dean, and 
Professor of Law for eight years beginning on July 1, 1992. On that date, 
the former Dean of Yale Law School was also made a Sterling Professor 
Emeritus of Law at Yale University. He has since become Dean Emeritus 
of New York Law School and retired from the faculty, after a total of 51 
years teaching law. 
Born in New Haven, Connecticut, Dean Wellington received his 
undergraduate degree from the University of Pennsylvania and his law 
degree from Harvard. Upon graduation from Harvard, he clerked for United 
States Circuit Judge Calvert Magruder and later for United States Supreme Court Justice Felix Frankfurter. 
Dean Wellington’s academic career began at Stanford Law School where he taught for one year. He 
then joined the faculty at Yale Law School where he flourished as a scholar and teacher, and where he 
served as Dean from 1975 to 1985. In 1983, he was named Sterling Professor of Law. While at Yale, 
Dean Wellington served as a consultant to domestic and foreign government agencies and commissions 
and was actively involved in bar association committees concerned with law reform.
After working originally in the area of contracts, Dean Wellington moved into labor law. In recent 
years, he has turned increasingly to Constitutional law and legal theory and has lectured at numerous 
institutions in the U.S. and abroad. 
In 1992, upon his retirement from the Yale faculty, Dean Wellington made an extraordinary move, 
joining the faculty at New York Law School to lead it as President and Dean. “At first, I said no, and 
when they asked me why, I told them that being a tenured professor at Yale Law School was the next 
best thing to being born rich,” he recalls. “But as I thought about the opportunity to help this place 
that I had come to love, I changed my mind.” 
As Dean, Wellington had a major impact on the image and reputation of New York Law School, by putting 
together and overseeing a first-rate faculty, whose well-established scholarship continues to earn respect and 
admiration from the legal community. He remained Dean of New York Law School for eight years until 
2000, and in 2007, he retired from teaching. He continues to serve on the Law School’s Board of Trustees. 
During his distinguished career, Dean Wellington’s numerous writings on legal process have earned him 
a reputation as a scholar whose nuance and subtle style, just as in his teaching and lecturing, serve to 
illuminate complex issues and to make them completely comprehensible. 
Dean Wellington holds appointments in several learned societies, including the prestigious American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences and the American Law Institute. He has been a Ford and Guggenheim 
Fellow, and a Senior Fellow of the Brookings Institution. He has served as a member of the Board of 
Overseers of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences at the University of Pennsylvania, and has been a member 
of the Board of Governors of Yale University Press and Chair of its Committee on Publications. Dean 
Wellington has taught in the Aspen Institute’s Executive Seminar Program, and has been a visiting 
professor at many distinguished faculties both in the U.S. and abroad. 
New York Law School honors Harry H. Wellington for his inspiring leadership, his unswerving dedication to 
the rule of law, and his devotion to teaching and to the legal profession. 
President’s Medal of Honor
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BErnArD H. MEnDIk ’58
Chairman of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School 
President, Bernard H. Mendik Company, LLC




Member of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School 
Founder, Broad and Cassel
Benefactor, Shepard Broad Scholarship Fund 
Benefactor, The Shepard and Ruth K. Broad  
Student Center 
2004
J. BruCE LLEwELLyn ’60
Former Member of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School
Chairman and CEO of Philadelphia Coca-Cola  
Bottling Company, Inc.
Founder of “100 Black Men”
2005
LAwrEnCE S. HuntIngton ’64
Former Chairman of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School
Chairman Emeritus of the Board,  





Member of the Board of Trustees, New York Law School
Managing Partner, Schneider, Kleinick, Weitz,  
Damashek & Shoot




Member of the Board of Trustees, New York Law School
President, Law Offices of Sybil Shainwald 
2008
tHE HonorABLE  
ErnSt H. roSEnBErgEr ’58
Member of the Board of Trustees,  
New York Law School
Adjunct Professor of Law, New York Law School
Of Counsel, Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP
2009
ZygMunt wILF ’74
Member of the Advisory Board, Center for  
Real Estate Studies, New York Law School
Attorney, Wilf Law Firm
President, Garden Homes Real Estate Developers
Principal Owner, Minnesota Vikings Football Club, LLC
2011
HArry H. wELLIngton
Professor of Law and Dean Emeritus,  
New York Law School
Awarded to New York Law School’s most outstanding and accomplished alumni and its most generous 
benefactors, the President’s Medal of Honor acknowledges those who have made the most significant 
contributions to the history of the Law School by their exemplary professional lives and their generosity.
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Honorary Degree Recipients 
1955 to the Present
1955   The Honorable Charles William Froessel ’13 
 The Honorable John Marshall Harlan ’24 
 Archibald Robinson Watson 
1956  Albert Cohn 1908 
 Albert Conway 
 Denis O’Leary 
1957  Nathaniel L. Goldstein ’18 
 Charles H. Griffiths ’10 
 David W. Peck 
1958  The Honorable Joseph A. Cox 
 James Thomas Hallinan II 
 Gerald Nolan 
 Ferdinand Pecora 
1959  Bernard Botein 
 Theodore Granik 
 Philip M. Kleinfield ’16 
 Edward J. Neary ’15 
1960  Charles Stewart Desmond 
1961  Robert Moses 
1962  Stanley Howells Fund 
 Sylvester Comstock Smith Jr. ’18 
 Murray Stockman ’15 
1963  Sydney E. Foster 
1964  George J. Beldock 
 Hunter Labatut Delatour 1906 
 Marvin R. Dye 
 Alfred Gross 
1965  Edwin L. Weisel 
 The Honorable David T. Wilentz ’17 
1966  Daniel Gutman 
 John Van Voorhis 
1967  Alfred J. Bohlinger ’24 
 Leo M. Cherne ’34 
 The Honorable W. Averell Harriman 
1968  The Honorable Ramsey Clark 
 Tom C. Clark 
 David Finkelstein 
 Orison S. Marden 
 Robert Morris Morgenthau 
 Edward Joseph Mortola 
1969  Jerry Finkelstein ’38
 John-Seward Johnson
 John Vincent Thornton
1970 Adrian P. Burke
 Joseph I. Lubin ’30
 Joseph Edward Lumbard Jr.
 Samuel Miller ’26 
1971 Willard Heckel 
 John E. Scileppi
1972  Maurice R. Greenberg ’50
 Samuel Rabin 
 The Honorable Whitney North Seymour Jr. 
1973  The Honorable Paul J. Curran
 Charles H. Dyson
 Harry B. Helmsley 
 E. Donald Shapiro
 The Honorable Joseph Weintraub 
1974 The Honorable Brendan T. Byrne
 Walter M. Jeffords Jr.
 Samuel J. LeFrak 
 The Honorable Owen McGivern
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1975  The Honorable Charles D. Breitel
 William J. Curran
 Gen. John Einar Murray
 The Honorable Peter W. Rodino Jr.
 Stefan Treschel 
 The Honorable Robert F. Wagner 1900
 William Weary
1976 The Honorable Warren E. Burger
 Milton Helpern
 Mary Gardiner Jones 
 Gen. Rowland F. Kirks
 Harry Ostrov ’25
 The Honorable Edward D. Re
 Joseph Solomon ’27
1977 The Honorable Dennis DeConcini 
 Elizabeth Hughes Gossett
 The Honorable Howard T. Markey
 The Honorable Daniel Patrick Moynihan
 Albert M. Sacks 
1978 The Honorable Griffen B. Bell 
 The Honorable Gerald R. Ford
 The Honorable Erwin N. Griswold
 The Honorable Damon J. Keith
 Rabbi Emmanuel Rackman
1979  The Honorable Benjamin R. Civiletti 
 The Honorable Lawrence H. Cooke 
 Barbara Knowles Debs 
 Abraham S. Goldstein 
 The Honorable Jacob K. Javits 
 The Honorable Wade H. McCree Jr. 
 The Honorable Francis T. Murphy ’52 
 The Honorable Potter Stewart 
1980  The Honorable Richard Reeve Baxter 
 The Most Reverend Terence Cardinal Cooke 
 The Honorable Richard N. Gardner 
 A. Leo Levin 
 The Honorable Lewis F. Powell Jr. 
 Edward Allen Tamm 
1981  Mario M. Biaggi ’63 
 The Honorable William Frank Buckley Jr.
 The Honorable William Joseph Casey 
 The Honorable Matthew Joseph Jasen 
 The Honorable James Skelly Wright 
1982  The Honorable Mary S. Coleman 
 The Honorable Alfonse M. D’Amato 
 Archbishop Jakovos 
 Rex E. Lee 
 The Honorable Shigeru Oda 
 Thomas Grey Wicker 
1983  The Honorable Harry A. Blackmun 
 The Honorable Sherman G. Finesilver 
 The Honorable Constance Baker Motley 
 Albert Parker ’21 
 The Honorable Lowell P. Weicker Jr. 
1984  The Honorable Geraldine A. Ferraro 
 The Honorable A. Leon Higginbotham Jr. 
 Eugene V. Rostow 
 Robert B. Stevens 
 Otto L. Walter ’54 
1985  The Honorable Mario M. Cuomo 
 Robert B. McKay 
 Bill Moyers 
 The Honorable Ellen Ash Peters 
 Donna E. Shalala 
Honorary Degree Recipients (continued)
1955 to the Present
119th Commencement   |   51
1986 Barbara Aronstein Black 
 The Honorable William Joseph Brennan Jr. 
 The Honorable Edward I. Koch 
 Myres Smith McDougal 
 The Honorable Spottswood W. Robinson III 
1987  Fred W. Friendly 
 The Honorable Thomas Howard Kean 
 Frederick A.O. Schwarz Jr.  
 Ellen V. Futter 
1988  The Honorable Patricia McGowan Wald 
 Archibald R. Murray
 Ernst C. Stiefel 
1989  J. William Campo 
 The Honorable Roger J. Miner ’56 
1990  Alvin J. Bronstein ’51 
 Linda A. Fairstein 
 The Honorable Milton L. Williams ’63 
1991  The Honorable David N. Dinkins 
 The Honorable John H. Sununu 
1992  The Honorable Sandra Day O’Connor 
 James F. Simon 
1993  Shepard Broad ’27 
 Drew S. Days III 
 The Honorable Judith S. Kaye 
1994  The Honorable Rudolph W. Giuliani 
 Bernard H. Mendik ’58 
1995  The Honorable José A. Cabranes 
 Alexander D. Forger 
1996  The Honorable Sidney H. Asch 
 Boris Leavitt ’26 
 The Honorable Jon O. Newman 
1997  The Honorable Harry T. Edwards 
 Dr. Raymond D. Horton 
 Lewis M. Steel ’63 
1998  Joseph T. Arenson 
 Lawrence S. Huntington ’64 
 Vernon E. Jordan Jr. 
1999  The Honorable Guido Calabresi 
2000  Sybil Shainwald ’76 
 Harry H. Wellington 
 The Honorable Ralph K. Winter 
2001  Taylor R. Briggs (posthumously) 
 Ira Glasser 
 The Honorable Judith B. Sheindlin ’65 
2002 The Honorable Pierre N. Leval, LL.D.
 The Honorable Charles E. Schumer, LL.D.
2003 The Honorable Jack B. Weinstein, LL.D.
2004 The Honorable Alexis M. Herman, LL.D.
 Anthony Lewis, LL.D.
2005 The Honorable Bob Kerrey, LL.D.
2006 The Honorable Joel I. Klein, LL.D.
2007 David Boies
2008    Dennis W. Archer
2009    Gregory H. Williams
2010    The Honorable Jonathan Lippman
2011    The Honorable Cory A. Booker
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About New York Law School
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FounDIng
New York Law School was established in 1891 by 
Columbia College School of Law faculty, students, and 
alumni who were protesting their trustees’ attempts to 
dictate the teaching methods used by professors. The 
central figure in the revolt against Columbia and the 
subsequent creation of New York Law School was 
Columbia Law School’s founder, Theodore Dwight, a 
major figure in the history of American legal scholarship. 
tHE EArLy yEArS
Almost immediately, New York Law School attained a 
formidable reputation due to the excellence of its 
students and faculty. 
From its beginning, New York Law School has been 
dedicated to providing diverse routes to achievement 
through innovation in scholarship, service, and 
professional training. By 1904, New York Law School 
was the largest law school in the country. That year, the 
School’s founders created one of the nation’s first 
evening divisions to provide a flexible alternative to 
full-time legal education for those in the workforce or 
with family obligations. The Evening Division also 
allowed students to build upon previously established 
successful careers or to begin a second career. 
Among the Law School’s early lecturers were Woodrow 
Wilson and Charles Evans Hughes. The first class 
included James W. Gerard, who went on to serve as 
Ambassador to Germany during World War I; and 
Bainbridge Colby, who became Secretary of State under 
President Wilson. Other early graduates included 
Robert F. Wagner, a future U.S. senator from New York 
and a leader in developing national labor policy; and 
two Pulitzer Prize winners: Wallace Stevens (poetry) and 
Elmer Rice (drama). Another prominent alumnus from 
the pre-World War I era was the Honorable James S. 
Watson, a distinguished judge and an important 
member of New York’s African American community. 
The judge’s daughter, Barbara Watson, also attended the 
Law School and was the first woman to attain the rank 
of Assistant Secretary of State of the United States. 
Many of those attending at the beginning of this 
century became founders or name partners of leading 
law firms, including Alfred Rose of Proskauer, Rose, 
Goetz & Mendelsohn; Henry Hurlbut Abbott of Breed, 
Abbott & Morgan; Edwin Sunderland of Davis, Polk, 
Wardwell, Sunderland & Kiendel; William Parke of 
Chadbourne & Parke LLP; Alfred Mudge of Mudge, 
Rose, Guthrie & Alexander; Jacob Scholer of Kaye 
Scholer LLP; and Albert Milbank and Walter Hope of 
Milbank, Tweed, Hope & Hadley. 
Classes of the 1920s and 1930s produced graduates who 
would play a leading role in the profession. Among the 
most notable was U.S. Supreme Court Justice John 
Marshall Harlan. Other prominent graduates included 
Albert Parker, a founding partner of Parker, Chapin, 
Flattau & Klimpl; Randolph E. Paul and John F. 
Wharton, founding partners of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, 
Wharton & Garrison; Cameron F. MacRae, a former 
chairman of LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene & MacRae; 
Chester Carlson, who invented the xerography process 
leading to the founding of Xerox Corporation; and 
Justice Emilio Nuñez, the first Latino to be named to 
the bench in New York State. 
New York Law School closed for one year during World 
War I, interrupting a steady expansion that had lasted 
until the mid-1920s. While the situation improved by 
the 1ate 1930s, the draft in 1940 dealt the institution 
another blow when the Law School was forced to close 
in 1941 for the duration of World War II. 
PoSt-wAr rEBuILDIng 
In 1947, New York Law School reopened and began to 
rebuild. A major impetus came from graduates who 
formed a committee spearheaded by New York State 
Supreme Court Justice Albert Cohn. The new program 
was small, but the Law School made significant strides 
and gained accreditation from the American Bar 
Association in 1954.
Steady growth marked the next few decades. With the 
appointment of E. Donald Shapiro as Dean in the early 
1970s, the Law School joined the Association of 
American Law Schools and the trustees authorized an 
increase in the size of the full-time faculty. Admissions 
requirements were raised and enrollment grew. As 
facilities expanded, an endowment fund was established. 
In 1975, the School received its first endowed 
professorship, the Joseph Solomon Distinguished 
About New York Law School
Learn law. Take action.
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Professorship of Law. The School’s first center for 
specialized study, the Communications Media Center 
(now the Media Center), opened in 1977.
Many graduates who were students during these years 
achieved prominence in the bar, the judiciary, 
government, and business. They include the Honorable 
Roger J. Miner, Senior Judge, United States Court of 
Appeals for the Second Circuit; Maurice Greenberg, 
former Chairman and CEO of American International 
Group (AIG) and current Chairman and CEO of C.V. 
Starr and Co., Inc.; Bernard Mendik, former Chairman 
of the Real Estate Board of New York and former CEO 
of Mendik Properties; Arthur N. Abbey, Senior Partner 
at Abbey Spanier Rodd & Abrams, LLP and current 
Chairman of the Law School’s Board of Trustees; 
Lawrence S. Huntington, former Chairman and CEO 
of Fiduciary Trust International and former Chairman 
of the Law School’s Board of Trustees; Hon. Judith 
Sheindlin “Judge Judy,” New York family court judge, 
author, and TV personality; Zygmunt Wilf, principal 
owner of the Minnesota Vikings of the NFL; Kenneth 
D. Werner, President of Warner Brothers Domestic 
Television Distribution; and Kathleen Grimm, Deputy 
Chancellor for Administration and Finance, New York 
City Department of Education.
growtH AnD rEvItALIZAtIon
Dramatic growth and revitalization continued under the 
leadership of James F. Simon, Dean from 1983 until 
1992. A series of major facility renovations were begun, 
highlighted by the opening of the Mendik Library in 
1990. This was followed by the construction of the 
Samuel and Ethel LeFrak Moot Court Room, the Ernst 
Stiefel Reading Room, and the Shepard and Ruth K. 
Broad Student Center. An extensive remodeling and 
modernization program transformed the Law School’s 
classrooms, offices, and specialty training areas. During 
Dean Simon’s tenure, the Rita and Joseph Solomon 
Professorship of Wills, Trusts, and Estates was added, 
and the Law School introduced the innovative 
Lawyering Skills Program into the curriculum. 
In 1992, Harry H. Wellington, Sterling Professor of 
Law Emeritus and former dean of Yale Law School, 
became the 14th dean and president of New York Law 
School. Under Dean Wellington’s dynamic leadership, a 
strategic plan was implemented to position New York 
Law School as a vital urban law center with an academic 
program that integrates the strategic and ethical 
perspectives of the practicing attorney. Dean Wellington 
broadened the Law School’s curriculum to increase 
emphasis on the development of professional skills. 
During Dean Wellington’s tenure, the Ernst C. Stiefel 
Professorship of Comparative Law was created.
tHE PrESEnt AnD our SHArED FuturE 
Richard A. Matasar, a nationally recognized scholar in civil 
procedure and federal jurisdiction, was named the 15th 
President and Dean of New York Law School in 2000. 
Almost immediately, Dean Matasar led a 
comprehensive, collegial self-evaluation process 
involving all members of the New York Law School 
community in an exercise that sharpened the definition 
of its goals. The School articulated a mission statement 
centered on three goals that focus its approach to  
legal education:
• Embrace innovation.
• Foster integrity and professionalism.
• Advance justice for a diverse society.
On this principled foundation, the Law School created 
a plan for its future to strengthen skills and values 
education for its students.
The words “Learn law. Take action.” express the Law 
School’s commitment to teach students to use the skills 
and knowledge they acquire as lawyers to do something 
valuable for others. By fostering an internal culture that 
embraces innovation and creativity, the Law School 
encourages students to develop the ability to adapt to 
new situations as they arise, to modify their behavior 
when change requires it, and to graduate with a 
commitment to a lifetime of learning. Through an 
extensive program for professional development, with 
an emphasis on integrity and professionalism, the 
faculty and staff engage students in the ongoing 
improvement of the legal profession.
rEInvIgorAtIng tHE CurrICuLuM
The faculty has adopted a new curricular approach, 
grounded on a strong J.D. curriculum, to provide 
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students with different avenues for academic success. 
Dubbed “The Right Program for Each Student,” this 
new approach acknowledges that different practice 
settings require differing levels of training. For example, 
students working in larger organizations with extensive 
in-house training programs have less need for hands-on 
training than those who will open a solo practice. Those 
in larger organizations may need training in a 
specialized area, while those in general practice settings 
may need more breadth and less specialized expertise.
The faculty approved and implemented several new 
initiatives that together comprise The Right Program 
for Each Student:
•    The John Marshall Harlan Scholars Program, a 
world-class academic honors program named after 
New York Law School’s alumnus and the United 
States Supreme Court justice who served on the 
Court from 1955 to 1971. The program is geared 
toward students who perform in the top 15 percent 
of their law school class. Eligible students affiliate 
with one of the School’s nine academic centers, create 
sophisticated capstone projects, and upon 
graduation, write their own tickets for the careers of 
their dreams.
•    The Comprehensive Curriculum Program provides 
intensive support for students who perform in the 
bottom quarter of their class after the first year, 
helping them turn a weak start into a powerful finish. 
The first three groups to complete CCP have given 
the Law School its highest bar passage rates for 
first-time takers on record—hitting 93.6 percent in 
2008, placing the School in the top five of all law 
schools in New York state. 
•    The School is also perfecting an approach to 
supporting the middle segment of the student 
population. Starting with the first-year curriculum, 
the School’s overall program is being revised to more 
accurately reflect the knowledge and skills students 
need to succeed in today’s marketplace. Our 
approach is based on collaborative learning and 
provides students with opportunities to work directly 
with professors on real-world projects.
growtH AnD StrEngtH oF  
ACADEMIC CEntErS 
The School’s academic centers, led by members of the 
faculty, continue to be developed to maximize the 
effectiveness of faculty research and scholarly endeavors, 
teaching, and activism, and to increase opportunities for 
students to engage in important policy issues. The 
centers complement course work in civil rights, 
international human rights, international trade and 
finance, constitutional law, urban legal studies, 
information law and policy, real estate, finance, and 
professional values and practice. Nine academic centers, 
described below, play an integral role in the Harlan 
Scholars honors program.
Center on Business Law & Policy
Established in 2005, the Center on Business Law & 
Policy is designed to provide an enriched educational 
experience in the business, securities, and commercial 
law areas. Students are trained to excel as planners and 
counselors in general advising, litigation, and especially 
deal-making situations where businesses and other 
commercial entities are clients. Center graduates will 
have a firm grounding in the fundamentals needed to 
enter business-oriented law firms, law departments in 
corporations, investment banks, financial services and 
brokerage firms, institutional investors, as well as 
regulators and other commercially oriented governmental 
offices. 
Center on Financial Services Law
The Center on Financial Services Law began offering 
programs in fall 2008. The Center’s long-range plan 
includes developing job opportunities in the financial 
services industry for students and alumni, providing a 
forum for discussing regulatory reforms, and creating 
new educational programs for industry legal and 
business professionals.
Center for International Law
In 1996, aided by a grant from the C.V. Starr 
Foundation, the School created the Center for 
International Law. The Center supports teaching and 
research in all areas of international law but concentrates 
on the law of international trade and finance, deriving 
much of its strength from interaction with New York’s 
business, commercial, financial, and legal communities. 
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The Center sponsors events such as the prestigious C.V. 
Starr Lectures and the Otto L. Walter Lecture Series, 
which regularly bring world-renowned speakers to the 
Law School. It also provides extensive resources for 
researching careers in international law. 
Center for new york City Law
Established in 1993, the Center for New York City Law 
is the only program of its kind in the country. Its 
objectives are to gather and disseminate information 
about New York City’s laws, rules, and procedures; to 
sponsor publications, symposia, and conferences on 
topics related to governing the city; and to suggest 
reforms to make city government more effective and 
efficient. The Center produces several publications, 
including CityLaw, which tracks New York City’s rules 
and regulations, how they are enforced, and court 
challenges to them; and CityLand, which reports 
decisions from the New York City land use agencies.
Center for Professional values and Practice
The Center for Professional Values and Practice 
provides a vehicle through which to examine the role of 
the legal profession and approaches to law practice. The 
Center’s work supports research and teaching on the 
legal profession, focusing on the dynamics of 
professional regulation, the market for lawyers, and 
lawyers’ careers. Designed to provide students with an 
in-depth portrait of law practice in a variety of settings, 
the Center sponsors research, symposia, and speakers to 
bring the “real world” of practice to the classroom. 
Center for real Estate Studies
The Center for Real Estate Studies provides students with 
a unique educational opportunity to study both the 
private practice and public regulation of real estate. 
Launched in 2007, the Center offers an extensive 
selection of classroom courses, advanced seminars, and 
independent study projects, as well as externships in 
governmental offices and real estate firms. It also sponsors 
conferences, symposia, and continuing legal education 
programs on a broad spectrum of issues for New York’s 
real estate community. The Center aims to bridge the 
existing gap between the private practice and academic 
study of real estate, and is one of the premier research 
centers in the country for the study of real estate.
Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and Families 
The Diane Abbey Law Center for Children and 
Families exists to ensure that children and the families 
who care for them receive the legal assistance they need 
to remain safe and secure, and to thrive. Founded in 
2009, the Center combines a comprehensive curriculum 
aimed at creating excellent practitioners able to 
represent children and families in all aspects of family 
law. The Center approach is holistic and 
interdisciplinary, recognizing that assisting families 
requires a basic understanding not merely of law, but 
also social work, psychology, and other fields. Center 
members engage in volunteer externships, work with 
alumni mentors, and complete capstone projects that 
make concrete contributions to the lives of families in 
need. The Center not only prepares graduates for 
successful careers, but also helps give New York’s 
children and families the support they need.
Institute for Information Law & Policy
Established in 2003, the Institute for Information Law 
& Policy is home to the study of information, 
communication, and law in the global digital age. The 
goal of the Institute is to apply the theory and 
technology of communications and information to 
strengthening democratic institutions and the rule of 
law as technology evolves. Through its curriculum, 
ongoing conference and speaker series, and a variety of 
original projects, the Institute investigates the emerging 
field of information law, which encompasses intellectual 
property, privacy, free speech, information access, 
communications, and all areas of law pertaining to 
information and communication practices. 
Justice Action Center
The Justice Action Center brings together New York 
Law School faculty and students in an ongoing critical 
evaluation of public interest lawyering. Through 
scholarship and fieldwork, the Center seeks to evaluate 
the efficacy of law as an agent of change and social 
betterment. Through a focused curriculum, symposia, 
clinical experience, and research opportunities, the 
Center seeks to instill in students a deeper intellectual 
understanding of the law regardless of their final career 
goals, and to present opportunities to maintain their ties 
to the social justice community beyond law school. 
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In 2006, the School’s Labor & Employment Law 
Program became part of the Justice Action Center. Ever 
since New York Law School alumnus Senator Robert F. 
Wagner—the “legislative pilot of the New Deal”—
wrote and led the fight to enact the National Labor 
Relations Act, New York Law School has remained on 
the cutting edge of labor and employment law and 
public policy. In the tradition of Senator Wagner, New 
York Law School’s Labor & Employment Law Program 
seeks to advance and influence law and public policy 
with an action-oriented, public-interested agenda.
ADDItIonAL ProgrAMS AnD ProJECtS
Lawyering Skills Center
The Lawyering Skills Center was established in 1991 to 
bring under one heading all of the New York Law School 
clinical and skills courses: clinics where students represent 
or work with actual clients under the direct supervision of 
full-time faculty or attorneys; externships where students 
are placed in the offices of practicing attorneys or in 
judicial chambers; and simulation courses where students 
interact with actors or others in a variety of lawyering 
situations. Since 1991, all of these forms of experiential 
learning have increased significantly and are now an 
integral part of the New York Law School curriculum. 
Media Center
The Media Center is the School’s home for the study of 
telecommunications, media, and new media law and 
policy. One of the oldest and most extensive programs 
of its kind, it was established in 1977 in response to the 
explosive growth of communication technologies. The 
Center sponsors pedagogy, scholarship, and projects 
relating to the intersection between evolving 
communication and information technologies and the 
laws that regulate them. The Center has three goals: to 
promote scholarship, to preserve democratic values 
through effective media policy, and to train media-savvy 
lawyers who understand the law of media and the role 
of media in the law.
Program in Law and Journalism
The Program in Law and Journalism is home to the 
study of the relationship between and among law, 
lawyers, the media, and the public. The Program is 
affiliated with the Institute for Information Law & 
Policy. The Program hosts seminars, panels, and 
colloquia for practicing journalists on legal issues raised 
by newsgathering activities, for lawyers on the ethics 
and practicalities of dealing with the media, for 
academics on issues at the intersection of law and 
journalism, and for the general public on the role 
 of lawyers in media and the influence of the media  
on lawyering.
ADDItIonAL DEgrEES AnD CErtIFICAtES
Master of Laws (LL.M.) in taxation
In 2003, the Law School began offering the Master of 
Laws (LL.M.) in Taxation, becoming one of the only 
law schools in the New York City area to offer this 
advanced training to tax attorneys. The program enables 
students to increase their mastery of tax law and refine 
their practice skills in order to better serve clients and 
communities.
Master of Laws (LL.M.) in real Estate
In January 2009, the Law School began offering the 
Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Real Estate. The program 
provides students with a thorough grounding in the law, 
business, and regulation of real estate transactions, 
finance, and development. 
Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Financial Services Law
In fall 2009, the Law School began offering the Master 
of Laws (LL.M.) in Financial Services Law. The 
program provides students with knowledge and 
expertise in the law, business, and regulation of the 
global financial services industry.
online Mental Disability Law Program
The School’s Online Mental Disability Law Program 
welcomes J.D. students as well as professionals who 
work with, or on behalf of, people with disabilities. It is 
the only program of its kind presented by an ABA-
approved law school. Each of the current 13 courses 
comprising the curriculum is delivered to students 
through the convenience of distance education. In 
January 2009, the program expanded from offering 
courses on an individual basis to offering a Master of 
Arts (M.A.) in Mental Disability Law Studies and a 
Certificate in Advanced Mental Disability Law Studies. 
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Patent Law Program
The Institute for Information Law & Policy offers the 
Patent Law Program to provide students with the 
opportunity to develop greater expertise and experience 
in patent law. Students who are eligible, as determined 
by the United States Patent and Trademark Office, also 
sit for the exam for admission to the Patent Bar prior to 
graduation. 
Certificate of Mastery in Law Practice technology
The Institute for Information Law & Policy offers a 
Certificate of Mastery in Law Practice Technology to 
demonstrate to potential employers that the student 
awarded the certificate is unusually qualified with respect 
to understanding and use of technologies employed in 
law practice. It is also designed to encourage students to 
contribute to the Institute’s efforts to develop innovative 
legal technology applications and to better understand 
the potential impact of technology on law and legal 
institutions.
Public Service Certificate
The Office of Professional Development offers a Public 
Service Certificate. Certificates will be issued to 
graduating students who have performed at least 40 
hours of voluntary service while at law school, or who 
have a combination of at least 30 hours of voluntary 
service and have another 30 hours of public interest 
work done through a work-study placement, clinic, or 
externship. The names of certificate recipients will be 
listed in the commencement program, and a notation 
will be placed on the student’s transcript, indicating that 
the student earned a Public Service Certificate. 
PoISED For SuCCESS
New York Law School is poised for continued success. 
Its vitality springs from the dedication of its stellar 
faculty, the talent and energy of its students, and the 
strong support and commitment of its graduates. 
The Law School’s distinguished full-time faculty 
comprises productive scholars who are dedicated 
educators. Some of the nation’s most prominent scholars 
from other law schools also have served as visiting 
professors. Student enrollment has remained at a level of 
almost 1,500 students in the Day and Evening Divisions. 
Government leaders and judges from the United States 
and abroad often speak at or visit the Law School. These 
have included former President Jimmy Carter; Justices 
of the Supreme Court Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Harry A. 
Blackmun, William J. Brennan Jr., Antonin Scalia, 
Clarence Thomas, and Sandra Day O’Connor; former 
New York State Governor Mario Cuomo; former New 
York City Mayors Edward I. Koch, David N. Dinkins, 
Rudolph W. Giuliani and current Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg; Drew S. Days III, U.S. Solicitor General; 
Thomas Pickering, former U.S. Ambassador to the 
United Nations; and Chief Prosecutor Luis Moreno 
Ocampo of the International Criminal Court. 
The School’s success as a center for intellectual and 
cultural exchange will continue to grow with its new 
state-of-the-art academic building, which opened in 
spring 2009. In August 2006, New York Law School 
broke ground on a $190 million expansion and 
renovation program that has transformed its TriBeCa 
campus into a cohesive architectural complex nearly 
double its former size. The centerpiece of the expansion 
is a new glass-enclosed, 235,000-square-foot, nine-level 
building—five stories above ground and four 
below—that integrates with the School’s existing three 
buildings. The new facility will allow New York Law 
School to enhance student support, expand the faculty, 
and deepen its extraordinary program.
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Academic dress and graduation date back to the 12th 
century at the formation of early universities in Europe. 
Historians believe that academic dress originated when 
scholars, who were largely clerics or aspiring clerics, 
wore long robes and hoods to keep warm in unheated 
buildings. From these practical origins, the gowns, 
hoods, and caps have developed into the accepted attire 
that symbolizes scholarly achievement. Over time, 
colleges and universities have customized the ensemble 
to reflect their schools’ unique symbols of visual 
identity such as the seal, school colors, and additional 
adornments that become part of their commencement 
traditions.
Faculty members, staff, and guests in today’s procession 
are robed in the gowns appropriate to their highest degrees 
earned, and their hoods carry the distinctive colors of 
the institutions from which they received those degrees. 
Differences in the doctoral, master’s, and baccalaureate 
gowns are illustrated below.
gowns
Our graduating students in both the J.D. and LL.M. 
degree programs process with the traditional doctoral 
gown with bell-shaped sleeves. The gowns have three 
velvet stripes on the sleeves and velvet panels on the 
front and neck. Our graduating students in the M.A. 
degree program process with the master’s robe with 
oblong sleeves that are square cut at the rear part of 
oblong shape and have an arc cut away at the front part 
with a slit for the wrist opening.
Hoods
The hoods, designed with the Law 
School’s official colors, blue and gray, 
are worn draped over the shoulders 
with the lining exposed on the back of 
the gown. The satin lining comprises 
a gray chevron on a blue background. 
The velvet border on the hood is of a 
prescribed width and color—purple for 
the field of law, and white for the M.A. 
degree. 
Caps
According to historians, academic caps were adopted for 
this use by the church in 1311 and are based on a close-
fitting cap worn by the ancient Romans. There are two 
styles of caps: the Oxford, a stiff mortarboard; and the 
Cambridge, a beret-like soft cap. Our J.D. and LL.M. 
students process with the Cambridge caps made of 
velvet and with gold tassels, as befits the doctoral degree, 
and our M.A. students process with the Cambridge caps 
as well, but with black tassels appropriate for a Master 
of Arts degree.
Fourragères
Introduced as a new component 
of our academic attire in 2005, the 
fourragères are symbols of academic 
achievement worn on top of the 
gown on the left shoulder by the 
candidates for the post-graduate 
degree of Master of Laws (LL.M.) 
in Taxation. 
Seal 
The Law School’s seal dates to the School’s founding 
in 1891. It is used on all documents related to 
academic matters such as the diploma, certificates, 
and all publications and other print items related to 
commencement. In the center scroll depicted on the 
seal are inscribed the words of the juris praecepta of 
the Justinian Code: Juris praecepta sunt haec: honeste 
vivere, alterum non laedere, suum cuique tribuere (The 
precepts of law are these: to live honestly, not to injure 
anyone, and to render to each person what is due.)
The Tradition of Academic Attire and  
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